The Oil Peddler                     m
a man over fifty years of age who was looking for a situation. He
was no other than Hsin Shan, the father of Meiniang, who had
recently come to Linan in the hope of finding his daughter and
had been stranded there without means of subsistence. When
Chu Chung heard that he was a fellow countryman from Pienliang,
he was moved and said, "Since you have no friends to turn to,
please come and live with me. I shall treat you as a relative," He
gave Hsin Shan money to pay for his lodgings. The latter brought
his wife and thenceforward they lived with Chu Chung and
assisted him faithfully in tending the shop.
"Time passes like an arrow," and soon more than a year had
gone by. As Chu Chung's business prospered and his reputation
for honesty grew, he was approached from all quarters with pro-
posals of marriage, but the beauty of the Queen of Flowers had
spoiled him for plain, ordinary faces and made him unwilling
to accept such offers.
You cannot talk of water to him who has seen the sea,
Nor of clouds to him who has viewed the mist over Mount Wu.
In the meantime Meiniang's reputation grew also, and her cakii-
dar was full from morning till night. Truly her mouth was satiated
with meat and sweets and her body tired of silk and brocade. But
her lot was not always an easy one; somedmes a drunken patroa
would give her annoyance, or a jealous one would make unrea-
sonable demands; sometimes waking up in the middle of the night
feeling sick and dejected, she found no one to comfort her. On
these occasions she could not help thinking of the peddler and
his thoughtfulness, and long for another chance to meet him. Then
at the end of about a year, her luck turned and a misfortune befell
her.
Now there was at the time a certain young Mr. Wu, the son erf
the governor of Foocfaow. He had recently returned from Foocfaow
with a great deal of-gold and silver aad had been squandering
it in gay pursuit of pleasure. He had heard of Meiniang but had
oot had a chance to see her, for the latter had heard of his ill